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Further reading  
on the history oF universities

Many of the older sources referred to in this book and in the list below 
can be found online in various editions at Project Gutenberg. It is a vol-
unteer project that provides free copies of works in the public domain, 
that is, works for which the copyright has expired.

General

First and foremost, and a work that made this book possible, is A 
History of the University in Europe, 4 vols., General Editor Walter Rüegg 
(Cambridge University Press, 1992–2011). Its title is unduly modest, 
since it includes the spread of European influence throughout the world. 
On the other hand, the final volume (Universities Since 1945) has a note-
worthy and ominous limitation explained by the editor: “Our coverage 
includes history as a social science and omits religion and the humanities. 
The latter as academic disciplines have undergone substantial changes 
since 1945 and their place in contemporary universities driven by sci-
ence, engineering and business is constantly being redefined” (4: xxii).

Still, this work is an invaluable resource for anyone interested in the 
history of universities. The chapters are written by individual scholars 
who collectively make up an exceptional team of international experts. 
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Furthermore, the voluminous bibliographies scattered throughout the 
volumes could provide a lifetime of reading for anyone so inclined.

Another comprehensive history, with superb illustrations, is The 
University: An Illustrated History, ed. Fernando Tejerina (New york 
and London: Overlook duckworth, 2011). This book, also the work 
of many scholars, is especially rich in the treatment of the Spanish- and 
Portuguese-speaking world.

A collection of articles mainly concerning higher education in the 
USA and, for the most part, previously published, is The History of 
Higher Education, 3rd edition, ed. by harold S. Wechsler, Lester F. 
Goodchild, and Linda Eisenmann (Pearson, 2007). It is part of the 
“Reader Series” published by the Association for the Study of higher 
Education (AShE).

An online resource for the general reader is, of course, Wikipedia. 
Although it cannot be relied on in the same way as can scholarly publi-
cations, for quick reference it is invaluable. The careful reader can usually 
judge—from the quality of the entry and the acknowledged sources—
how reliable the article probably is, and if further reassurance is needed, 
the sources cited can be consulted.

Finally, there are numerous specialized dictionaries and encyclopedias 
available, such as The Encyclopedia of Higher Education, 4 vols., ed. B. R. 
Clark and G. Neave (Oxford University Press, 1992) and online sources 
like the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy and the Complete Dictionary 
of Scientific Biography.
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trans. Edith Grossman. New york: harper Collins, 2003.
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denominational requirements, 48, 

49
evolution of, 90, 103
mobility, students and faculty, 48, 

68, 96
nations within, 31
and religion, 101
students, student activism, 16–20, 

68–70, 98–103
women in, 15, 25, 28, 69, 71, 79, 

99
Uppsala, University of, 55

V
vadian, Joachim, 44
vandals, 9
vanderbilt, Cornelius, 75
vendée, 63
vernacular languages, writers, 15, 

34–35, 39
vesalius, Andreas, 52, 53
veterinary education, 55, 103
victor Emmanuel, king of Italy, 77
victoria, queen of Great Britain, 51
vienna, University of, 44



126  INdEx

vietnam, 93, 99
virgil, 3
visigoths, 9
visual arts, 16
vitoria, Francisco de, 52
voltaire, 57, 62

W
Warmia, 53, 54
Western Civilization, 1, 112
Western University, 16, 20
Western University, the, 2, 5, 112
Wilhelm I, king of Prussia, 77
William and Mary University, 51
William of Champeaux, 13
Wilson, Woodrow, president of the 

United States, 88

Wittenberg, University of, 48
Worcester MA, 85
Wordsworth, William, 65
World Trade Center (Twin Towers), 

107
World War I, 62, 87, 88
World War II, 88, 89
Wundt, Wilhelm, 104

Y
yale University, 51
Ysengrimus (and Renard the fox), 15

Z
Zwingli, huldrych, 46, 48
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