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Preface 

Most of this book is based on a study of the Bronte writings, including 
the poetry and early prose; by far the largest section is devoted to 
literary assessment. The biographical introduction is an important 
part of the background. Special attention is given to Patrick Bronte; 
the lives of the Brontes which follow have been presented separately 
for more convenient reference, and with the minimum of repetition. 

Modern biographers have done justice to Patrick, but Bronte 
biography is still apt to include 'apocryphal' elements. They concern 
Branwell; the relation of his sisters to him and to each other in his 
last years; and, even more critically perhaps, Aunt Branwell. 

The topographical background of most of the Bronte novels is of 
great interest, but traditional ascriptions may be found which do not 
tally with literary evidence. How far actual people contributed to 
Charlotte Bronte's characters can be assessed with some degree of 
certainty from her letters; it will be found, for example, that 
important links existed initially between Mary Taylor's brother Joseph 
and Ellen Nussey and the Robert Moore and Caroline Helstone of 
Shirley. 

Literary influences on the writings of the Brontes provide a more 
significant background. Among these Byron must take precedence; 
accounts of his life, Thomas Moore's biography in particular, were a 
creative source not only for Charlotte Bronte in her Angrian fiction 
and Jane l~yre but also for Emily in Wuthering Heights and Anne 
(a neglected author) in The Tenant of J.Vildfellllall. Emily's literary 
inspiration owes much, it will be seen, to Shelley. 

The most valuable reference books for me have been the four 
volumes of the Bronte letters published for the Shakespeare Head 
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xiv Preface 

Press by Basil Blackwell; they have proved to be quite indispensable. 
I owe much detail to several articles in The Bronte Society Trans
actions, and to Winifred Gerin's Charlotte Bronte, especially with 
reference to Brussels. Other acknowledgments are made elsewhere 
in the course of this book. 

Permission has been kindly given by the Columbia University Press 
to quote from C. W. Hatfield's edition of The Complete Poems of 
Emily Jane Bronte (New York, 1941), and by Basil Blackwell, 
publisher, to use the text of the Shakespeare Head Bronte for quota
tions from the Bronte letters, the miscellaneous writings, and the 
poetry of Charlotte, Bran well, and Anne Bronte, and also to reproduce 
an illustration from the same edition. These sketches by Branwell 
Bronte are included with the further approval of the Brotherton 
Library. 

I am indebted to the University Library of Cambridge, the 
Huddersfield Central Public Library, the Sheffield Central Public 
Library, and the University Library of Sheffield for information, 
maps, and books. For assistance in a number of ways I am grateful to 
Mr P. J. Allott, Professor J. 0. Bailey, Mr D. W. Bromley, Mr B. E. 
Coates, Miss Beatrix Collingham and Mrs R. F. Pearce of the British 
Council, Miss Brenda Davies of the British Film Institute, Mr R. H. 
Fairclough, Mrs Mabel Ferrett of the Red House Museum, Gomersal, 
Mr W. C. Kerr, Mrs Edith M. Kitching, Mrs ShirleyWhiteoftheB.B.C., 
and Dr Tom Winnifrith. To Miss Amy Foster, archivist at the Bronte 
Parsonage Museum, I owe a great debt for her courtesy in answering 
inquiries on several occasions. Special acknowledgments are due to 
my wife for her patient scrutiny of the text, and to Mr T. M. Farmiloe 
and Mr H. W. Bawden for their co-operation on behalf of the publishers. 


