A BRONTE COMPANION



By the same author

ONE RARE FAIR WOMAN
Thomas Hardy’s letters to
Florence Henniker 1893-1922
(edited with Evelyn Hardy)

A COMMENTARY ON
THE POEMS OF THOMAS HARDY
THOMAS HARDY: ART AND THOUGHT

Edited for the New Wessex Edition
THOMAS HARDY: TWO ON A TOWER
THE STORIES OF THOMAS HARDY (3 vols)

Edited for the Thomas Hardy Society
THOMAS HARDY AND THE MODERN WORLD
BUDMOUTH ESSAYS ON THOMAS HARDY
THE THOMAS HARDY SOCIETY REVIEW (annual)

A HARDY COMPANION
A JANE AUSTEN COMPANION
A D. H. LAWRENCE COMPANION
A GEORGE ELIOT COMPANION
A GEORGE ELIOT MISCELLANY
A WORDSWORTH COMPANION
A TENNYSON COMPANION



A BRONTE
COMPANION

Literary Assessment, Background, and Reference

F. B. PINION

M

MACMILLAN



© F. B. Pinion 1975
Softcover reprint of the hardcover 1st edition 1975 978-0-333-14426-8

All rights reserved. No reproduction, copy or transmission
of this publication may be made without written permission.

No paragraph of this publication may be reproduced, copied
or transmitted save with written permission or in accordance
with the provisions of the Copyright Act 1956 (as amended).

Any person who does any unauthorised act in relation to
this publication may be liable to criminal prosecution and
civil claims for damages.

First published 1975
Reprinted 1984

Published by
THE MACMILLAN PRESS LTD
Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 2XS
and London
Companies and representatives
throughout the world

ISBN 978-1-349-01747-8 ISBN 978-1-349-01745-4 (eBook)
DOI 10.1007/978-1-349-01745-4



TO CATHERINE
(CF.P)



Contents

List of Plates page ix
Maps and Illustrations in the Text x
Abbreviations xi
Preface xiii
PART I
Chronology 3
Patrick Bronté 6
Charlotte Bronté 26
Branwell Bronté 45
Emily Jane Bronté 55
Anne Bronté 63
PART II
Angria and Gondal 71
Charlotte Bronté:
Poems 88
The Professor 93
Jane Eyre 105
Shirley 121
Villette 137
Three Fragments 154
General Aspects 158
The Letters, and Charlotte’s Views 173

Branwell Bronté:
Poems 184
vii



il Contents

Emily Bronts:
Poems
Wuthering Heights
Anne Bronté:
Poems
Agnes Grey
The Tenant of Wildfell Hall

PART III

People and Places in the Novels (with notes on identifications)
Glossary of Unusual Words
Select Bibliography

Appendizes

Mrs Gaskell’s Revision of The Life of Charlotte Bronté
The Gondal Story

The Carré of the Pensionnat in The Professor and Villette
Evidence, in her Novels, of Charlotte Bronté’s Reading
Wuthering Heights and the Story of Hugh Brunty

Bronté Films

Sod Q-

Index

190
204

230
236
243

260

345
351

367
371
374
377
383
586

388



List of Plates

XN S~ QR

©

L
N~ O

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

Between pages 50 and 51

. The old vicarage, Dewsbury, and the Brontés’ home at

Hightown

. Woodhouse Grove Academy

. Kirkstall Abbey

. Parsonage and Church at Thornton

. Haworth Parsonage and Church

. The Clergy Daughters’ School and Tunstall Church
. The Rev. Carus Wilson

. Early miniature books by Charlotte Bronté

. The Duke of Zamorna and Alexander Percy
. Roe Head and Rydings

. The Red House and Rawfolds Mill

. The Rev. Hammond Roberson

Between pages 274 and 275
The Bronté Sisters
Ellen Nussey and Charlotte Bronté
Branwell Bronté and Anne
Emily Bronté
Law Hill and Top Withins
High Sunderland Hall
Aunt Branwell
The Chapter Coffee House and Ste Gudule’s
The Pensionnat Heger and its Garden
Facsimile of part of Emily Bronté’s 1845 Birthday Note
Transcript of the above
Sketch by Anne Bronté and Wood’s Lodgings, Scarborough
Norton Conyers and Moorsecats
Oakwell Hall and Gawthorpe Hall
George Richmond’s portrait of Charlotte Bronté
Patrick Bronté and Mr Nicholls

ix



x Maps and Illustrations in the Text

Plates are reproduced by courtesy of the Bronté Society (7, 8, g, 12,
14, 15, 19, 22, 24a); the Burnley Public Libraries (26b); the gover-
nors of Casterton School (6a); the National Portrait Gallery (13, 16,
27); the Scarborough Public Libraries (24b); Walter Scott (Bradford)
Ltd (17b); and the governors of Woodhouse Grove School (2).

Nos. 18b, 18¢, 25a, and 26a originate from Louis Ambler, The
Old Halls and Manor-Houses of Yorkshire, London, 1913; 11
and 25b from the Grant edition of the Brontés, Edinburgh, 1g07; 5,
103, 20, and 28a from the Haworth edition, London, 18gg and 1goo;
18a from John Horner, Buildings in the Town and Parish of Halifaz,
1835; 21 from Frederika Macdonald, The Secret of Charlotte Bronté,
London, 1914; 3 from Frederick Ross, The Ruined Abbeys of Britain,
London, 1882; 4 and 17a from William Scruton, Thornton and the
Brontés, Bradford, 189g8; 28b from Clement Shorter, The Brontés,
Life and Letters, London, 19o8; and 1, 6b, and 10b from J. A. Erskine
Stuart, The Bronté Country, London, 1888.

Maps and Illustrations
in the Text

1. Section of the North of England showing places associated

with the Brontés 11
2. The main Bronté regions in Yorkshire 32—3
5. Sketches by Branwell Bronté, c. January 1847 175
4. The Pensionnat Heger and its surroundings 271
5. Ponden Kirk (‘Penistone Crags’) 315
6. Ponden Hall 330
7. Brussels, 1842-3 334—5

Illustrations 5 and 6, by T.Mackenzie, from Elizabeth Southwart,
Bronté Moors and Villages, London and New York, 1923, are
reproduced by courtesy of the Bodley Head.



Abbreviations

Agnes Grey

Jane Eyre

The Professor

Shirley

The Tenant of Wildfell Hall
Wuthering Heights

Mrs Gaskell, The Life of Charlotte Bronté
(ed.) C. W. Hatfield, The Complete Poems of Emily Jane
Bronté. The numbers refer to the poems, not the pages.

ZO ¥NOuSA

BST. Bronté Society Transactions. The Roman numerals denote
annual numbers.

NCF. Nineteenth-Century Fiction.

PMLA. Publications of the Modern Language Association of
America.

TLS. The Times Literary Supplement.

Dates in parentheses, e.g. (12.1.48), give references to Brontg letters.
When references are given without full bibliographical information,

(e.g. ‘Lord David Cecil’ or ‘Simpson, 59’), this implies that details of
the relevant essays or works are to be found in the Select Bibliography .

xi



Preface

Most of this book is based on a study of the Bront& writings, including
the poetry and early prose; by far the largest section is devoted to
literary assessment. The biographical introduction is an important
part of the background. Special attention is given to Patrick Bronté;
the lives of the Brontés which follow have been presented separately
for more convenient reference, and with the minimum of repetition.

Modern biographers have done justice to Patrick, but Bronté
biography is still apt to include ‘apocryphal’ elements. They concern
Branwell; the relation of his sisters to him and to each other in his
last years; and, even more critically perhaps, Aunt Branwell.

The topographical background of most of the Bronté novels is of
great interest, but traditional ascriptions may be found which do not
tally with literary evidence. llow far actual people contributed to
Charlotte Bronté’s characters can be assessed with some degree of
certainty from her letters; it will be found, for example, that
important links existed initially between Mary Taylor’s brother Joseph
and Ellen Nussey and the Robert Moore and Caroline Helstone of
Shirley.

Literary influences on the writings of the Brontés provide a more
significant background. Among these Byron must take precedence;
accounts of his life, Thomas Moore’s biography in particular, were a
creative source not only for Charlotte Bronté in her Angrian fiction
and Jane Eyre but also for Emily in Wuthering Heights and Anne
(a neglected author) in The Tenant of Wildfell Hall. Emily’s literary
inspiration owes much, it will be seen, to Shelley.

The most valuable reference books for me have been the four
volumes of the Bronté letters published for the Shakespeare Head
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xiv Preface

Press by Basil Blackwell; they have proved to be quite indispensable.
I owe much detail to several articles in The Bronté Society Trans-
actions, and to Winifred Gérin’s Charlotte Bronté, especially with
reference to Brussels. Other acknowledgments are made elsewhere
in the course of this book.

Permission has been kindly given by the Columbia University Press
to quote from C. W. Hatfield’s edition of The Complete Poems of
Emily Jane Bront¢é (New York, 1941), and by Basil Blackwell,
publisher, to use the text of the Shakespeare Head Bronté for quota-
tions from the Bronté letters, the miscellaneous writings, and the
poetry of Charlotte, Branwell, and Anne Bronté, and also to reproduce
an illustration from the same edition. These sketches by Branwell
Bronté are included with the further approval of the Brotherton
Library.

I am indebted to the University Library of Cambridge, the
Huddersfield Central Public Library, the Sheffield Central Public
Library, and the University Library of Sheffield for information,
maps, and books. For assistance in a number of ways I am grateful to
Mr P.J. Allott, Professor J. O. Bailey, Mr D. W. Bromley, Mr B. E.
Coates, Miss Beatrix Collingham and Mrs R. F. Pearce of the British
Council, Miss Brenda Davies of the British Film Institute, Mr R. H.
Fairclough, Mrs Mabel Ferrett of the Red House Museum, Gomersal,
Mr W. C. Kerr, Mrs Edith M. Kitching, Mrs Shirley White of the B.B.C.,
and Dr Tom Winnifrith. To Miss Amy Foster, archivist at the Bronté
Parsonage Museum, I owe a great debt for her courtesy in answering
inquiries on several occasions. Special acknowledgments are due to
my wife for her patient scrutiny of the text, and to Mr T. M. Farmiloe
and Mr H. W. Bawden for their co-operation on behalf of the publishers.



