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Preface

It is our great pleasure to present the 1st volume of the proceedings related to the 1st 
International Conference in Maritime Education and Development (ICMED 2020), 
published by Springer.

The 1st International Conference on Maritime Education Development (ICMED 
2020) was held virtually from 23 to 24 November 2020, organized jointly by 
Maritime Studies Department, Faculty of Applied Sciences (FAS) and 
Communication, Navigation and Surveillance (CNS) Centre of Durban University 
of Technology; and, Moses Kotane Institute. Co-organizers were Ethekwini 
Municipality and Ethekwini Maritime Cluster (EMC). The organizers and co- 
organizers are located in Durban in South Africa.

The Conference Proceedings are addressed to both scientists and professionals 
with focus on sharing their expert knowledge, experiences and research results con-
cerning virtual smartness in maritime, related legal issues, maritime educational and 
training challenges, STCW requirements, voices of seafarers, maritime business 
and sustainability, safety and security, including the digital realm concerns and 
recent pandemic threats, and so on. In addition, gathering of researchers, scientists, 
academics, professionals, entrepreneurs, and other people involved in maritime 
education, business, industry and administration should bring research and educa-
tion closer to the actual needs of maritime labor market.

The content of the ICMED 2020 Conference Proceedings is partitioned into 
eight parts entitled: Virtual smartness (covering nine chapters), Legal concerns 
(covering two chapters), Educational and training challenges (covering eleven 
chapters), STCW concerns (covering two chapters), Voice of seafarers (covering one 
comprehensive chapter), Business vs sustainability (covering three chapters), Safety 
and security issues (covering seven chapters) and Miscellaneous (covering five 
chapters). The papers are heterogeneous, but each contributes in its own way 
towards enriching the knowledge in maritime and beyond.



xii

The authors and co-authors came from thirteen different countries in Africa, 
Asia, Europe and South America, i.e., from: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, 
Croatia, Estonia, Germany, Montenegro, Russia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, 
Sweden, Ukraine and United Kingdom.

We would like to express our gratitude to all distinguished authors and co-authors 
for their great contribution for success of the Conference and its Proceedings 
publication.

Durban, South Africa  Sanja Bauk 
   Stojče Dimov Ilčev  

Preface
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