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National and international security concerns have considerably evolved. Glob-
alization has triggered growing and exponential threats that challenge the
security and stability of countries by transcending traditional borders and
having a transnational impact. To understand these security threats and the
ways to counter them, a multidisciplinary approach to their examination is
required. This encyclopedia was written to fill the void by comprehensively
covering various facets of security through a multidisciplinary lens of crimi-
nology, criminal justice, sociology, psychology, law, police studies, political
science, history, risk, computer science, management, and public policy and
administration. Particularly, this encyclopedia provides students, academics,
and practitioners in a wide range of fields with comprehensive and contempo-
rary information on security. The topics range from security threats (e.g.,
cybercrime, terrorism, shoplifting, and fraud) to both applications on the job
and coordination between public and private sectors in handling security and
emergency situations nationally and internationally. The chapters cover secu-
rity concepts, methods, functions, theories, organizations, and technology; the
history and current state of the discipline; security measures (i.e., physical
security, personnel security, and cybersecurity); critical infrastructure protec-
tion; emergency management; and public-private partnerships. The encyclo-
pedia will serve as a resource allowing readers to learn best practices in
security; understand weaknesses in current techniques; develop risk assess-
ment skills; predict vulnerability in a range of businesses and critical infra-
structure sectors (e.g., healthcare, energy, water, dams, financial, commercial,
and government facilities, communications, and information technology sec-
tors, to name a few); and implement mechanisms for managing natural and
human-made disasters.
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