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Series Preface

While some areas of history have extensive historiographic literatures, history of
science has fewer resources from which to draw than most. This scarcity of histo-
riographical reflections by leading scholars makes it more challenging for new-
comers who must try to assess traditions of historical research as they frame their
own contribution to the history of science. As informed introductions to major
themes in the writing of the history of science, we hope that this series will both
help foster original research in the history of science and further discussion regarding
historiographic trends.

The goal of this series is to provide an assessment of the historiography and future
of major approaches within the history of science. Each volume addresses the major
trends in historical thought within a particular field, the major debates among
historians of that field, and promising new directions that may shape future schol-
arship. Written for graduate students or scholars new to the history of science, each
volume is framed in terms of what a scholar should know about the history of work
in that area, if they wanted to make a meaningful and original contribution to that
field.

The volumes in the historiography of science series are not intended to provide
comprehensive reviews of every topic discussed in the history of science. Editors of
individual volumes select topic areas and fields that they think have had a substantial
and diverse body of scholarship that have been informed by different methods,
theories, and perspectives. Because we would like to foster more conversation
about historiography, we see the idiosyncrasies of individual chapters, not as flawed
and partial perspectives, but as opportunities to articulate diverse perspectives
through an ongoing conversation. These volumes are open for revision through
Springer’s Meteor publishing platform. Please engage with the authors and editors
and help push this historiographic dialogue further.

January 2021 Michael R. Dietrich
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